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Integration Exchange: Online integration services of third country nationals

Theme 2: Implementing Common Basic Principles 7, 8 & 9: Promoting Intercultural dialogue & participation of immigrants in the democratic process and in the formulation of integration policies and measures.
3rd Transnational Workshop

“Promoting Intercultural Dialogue and Participation of Immigrants” 
Date:




26-27 November 2008

Place:  




Brussels – Belgium  
Venue: 



14 Rond-point Shuman 






1000 Bruxelles 
____________________________________________________________________________

AGENDA

Tuesday 25 November    
Arrival of participants  
16:00    Optional visit of the Brussels Centre for Intercultural Action (approximately 2h )


Avenue de Stalingrad, 1000 Bruxelles.            

Brussels Intercultural Action Centre ( CBAI ) is a non-profit association established in 1981. Its overall aim is to promote actively intercultural relations in Brussels and within Belgian society in general. CBAI is pursuing this aim through four action fields:

· Training of professionals and futures professionals working in contact with the multicultural public and multiethnic environment 

· Information about migration realities through monthly publications ( Agenda Interculturel ) , documentation centre and conferences/seminars 
· Cultural dissemination ( Setting up of regular meetings between individual artists, organising events and supporting other associations’ projects )
· Supporting associations  ( help with the status draft, structure establishment and marketing )  
20:30
Dinner 

Wednesday 26 November

09.30           -   Welcome by Haroon Saad, QEC Director

· Peer Review 3 Objectives and methodology

Yamina Guidoum, Project Coordinator, Qec-ERAN Brussels
10:00
          Diversity, participation and popular festivities: Barcelona’s case

Andres Antebi Arnó, Researcher, University of Barcelona (Spain)
Questions and answers

10.40
Building participation mechanisms for migrants: lessons from the experience of the Region of Murcia  
Claudia Carrasquilla, Head of participation programme, CEPAIM (Spain) 
Questions and answers
11.20
Coffee break  

12:00              Parallel Working Groups 

WG1: Intercultural dialogue, what is it in practice?


Facilitators: Andres Antebi & Nagy Katalin 

Case study 1: ‘The New Londoners’ - Migrants Resource Centre’s free annual migrant and refugee newspaper
Anne Stoltenberg and Nela Milic, Migrants Resource Centre, London (UK)
Case study 2: Intercultural interventions in the district of Perez Cubillas 
María Mesa-Masa, Head of education programmes and Coordinator of intercultural department. Huelva Acoge (Spain)
Case study 3: “Playing together: a recreation centre in Lecce” 

Klodiana Cuka, Scientific coordinator, Lecce (italy) 
WG2: Right to vote or substitution structures? 

Case study 1:  The role of Migrant deputy councillors in Lecce (Italy)  




         Mamadou Lamine Toure, Deputy-Councilor, City of Lecce
WG3: the importance of self-organisation of migrants 

Facilitators: Claudia Carrasquilla & Yamina Guidoum
Case study 1: Menedék Association: Network building project,


       Yeva Adovba, Menedek Association, Budapest (Hungary)
Case study 2: Integration of Migrants through Volunteering: INVOLVE project
Edward Adusei, Senior Policy maker/ advisor Education and Integration.    Amsterdam South-East City Council (the Netherlands)
13.30

Lunch buffet at the venue 
14.30

Continuing Working Groups 
17.30 
Presentation and discussion of the results from the Working Groups
20.30
Dinner

Thursday 27 November 

Morning session will be open to the public 10.00-11.40   

10.0 Online Integration services for third country nationals: Project Outcomes and products
Yamina Guidoum, project coordinator, QEC-ERAN, Brussels 


Questions and answers

10.30
Integration and Migration: future possibilities for joint working 
Haroon Saad, QEC Director 
Questions and answers

11.40
Coffee-break
12.00
SGM 4
· Finalising Online Portal 

· Planning of dissemination events for the portal

· Integration Exchange II - project proposal

· Other managerial and financial issues

13.00 
Lunch
14.00

Continuing SGM 4 

16.00

Departure 

Working Group 1 :  Intercultural dialogue, what is it in practice?

Facilitator: Andres Antebi & Nagy Katalin
The conclusions that can be drawn from the mapping reports point to the absence in most cities of a policy framework for the promotion and implementation of intercultural dialogue.  In Huelva, intercultural dialogue has been strongly promoted in the education system, in schools for students, teachers and other staff. The Catalan government speaks of migration policies rather than intercultural policies, due to the abstract nature of the concept of intercultural dialogue, and the concept of migration being seen as more accurate for shaping public policy
Initiatives promoting intercultural dialogue are largely limited to cultural and artistic events and exhibitions, either promoted by individual organisations or sometimes by local governments, as in the case of Lecce or Catalonia for the year of intercultural dialogue, where Barcelona’s Dialeg Intercultural programme was established mainly based on cultural activities (see orientation paper of Andres Antebi). 

In the United Kingdom, the implementation of the year for intercultural dialogue is co-ordinated by EUCLID, an international information network for the arts and cultural sectors.   In July 2008, a framework for partnership was created which sets out how faith communities, Government and wider society can work together, at all levels, to encourage and enable greater local activity which brings people with different religions and beliefs together. In practice this means a series of actions such as the local Faiths in Action fund, Regional Faith Forums; guidance to local authorities within the Cohesion Delivery Framework on the practical steps they can take to support dialogue and social action at the local level, etc.
Questions:

1. Is the organisation of minority culture events, like shows or performances, helpful towards intercultural dialogue and participation of migrants? 

2. In some circumstances, might not participatory work regarding cultural identities become confused with ‘folklore’? What needs to be done in order to avoid such confusion?

3. What mechanisms can be used in order to help bring out knowledge about the different customs and traditions of different cultures now co-existing?
4. Is there a case at all for speaking of a policy framework for the promotion of intercultural dialogue? How would such a framework look and what is the rationale for developing it? 

5. Disseminating the learning from this project at local level is key to this workshop: How will you report back to your decision-makers to gain visibility for the activity, to transmit the learning from this workshop and to ensure impact on local policies?

Working Group 2: Right to vote or substitution structures? 

Except in Amsterdam and Budapest, immigrants cannot vote in local elections in any of the other cities. The right of migrants to vote is more closely related to the acquisition of nationality, which is a slow and bureaucratic process requiring a procedure, possibly taking 5 to 10 years. The Spanish Socialist government proposed the voting rights of immigrants in local elections, but the project has not progressed yet at the level of the parliament. The recent economic crisis and consequent government decisions to encourage the return of migrants might lead to thinking that such a project has little chance of succeeding. 

As a remedy, some countries created parallel structures for the participation of migrants in political life. In Italy, Rome and Lecce established the role of deputy-councillors. In Rome, 23 deputy-councillors were elected by third-country national residents: 4 of them for the city committee (one from each continent: Africa, South America, Eastern Europe and Asia) and 19 of them for the City Districts in which the Municipal area is divided. They are assigned the general representation function of foreign citizens, in the same way as Italian councillors. The first elections took place in Rome in 2004. 

Other types of consultative institutions exist throughout Europe, these include working groups and coordination groups (composed of public bodies in charge of exchanging information and coordinating actions and programmes for migrants and ethnic minorities. Few migrants and ethnic minorities participate in such groups). The parliaments of migrant workers are another form of participation, represented exclusively by migrant workers to defend their interests. The most common form is the consultative committee formed by representatives of both groups, with broad room for manoeuvre in allocating resources and promoting interests of migrants and ethnic minorities
.

Questions:

1. Is the creation of new political structures, instead of granting the right to vote, the solution for the representation of immigrants in political structures? Will the creation of Councillors and vice-Councillors, as in the cities of Rome and Lecce, condemn immigrants to never accessing the right to vote in mainstream elections? Doesn’t it create the risk of ever more ghettoization of immigrants in their own group and among the various groups of immigrants?
2. How are migrants using the existing participation mechanisms? 
3. How are migrants mobilising to defend their interests and rights? What forms of mobilisation proved to be efficient?

4. Disseminating the learning from this workshop at local level is key to this project: How will you report back to your decision-makers to gain visibility for the activity, to transmit the learning from this workshop and to ensure impact on local policies and practice?

Working Group 3: the importance of self-organisation of migrants

Facilitators: Claudia Carrasquilla & Yamina Guidoum

In Huelva, many migrant associations have a short life, due to their limited capacity to attract funds and partners. Migrant associations find themselves in a situation of competition with Spanish ones with regards to raising funds and the services offered to migrant groups. There are no agencies devoted specifically to supporting the creation and building of capacities of migrant associations. However, there are efforts to form a federation of migrants associations.

In Rome, no specific support for migrant associations exists. A concrete action has been the creation by the City of Rome of a database of associations made up of immigrants, with the aim of increasing the visibility of foreigners and their activities and also of providing information to migrants who want to create their own association.

In Budapest, the only initiative comes from the association for immigrants, Menedek, which consisted in networking migrant associations with the aim of strengthening them.  In London, three major organizations are specialized in providing support to the establishment and strengthening of migrant and refugee associations. These are The Migrant and Refugee Community Forum, The Refugee Council, Lambeth Voluntary Action Council (LVAC).

Questions:

1. Are migrant associations necessary and important?

2. In your experience, which work methodologies are most useful for working with migrant associations?

3. Based on your experience, do you believe it is necessary to strengthen migrants associations? Why? How? And in what ways?

4. What actions can be undertaken to overcome the inequalities existing between migrant and native associations? Is it possible to do so? Or will such inequalities always exist? 
5. Disseminating the learning from this workshop at local level is key to this project: How will you report back to your decision-makers to gain visibility for the activity, to transmit the learning from this workshop and to ensure impact on local policies and practice?
� Andreson U, 1990, Consultative institutions for migrant workers, in Z. Layton-Henry (Ed). Political rights of migrant workers in Western Europe, Sage publications, London, pp. 113-126, in La participacion ciudadana : via para la integracion de las personas inmigrantes, rutas y caminos, Agrupacion de Desarrollo Nexos, 2005. 
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This project is co-financed by the European Commission under the INTI programme- 
Preparatory Actions for the Integration of Third –Country Nationals".
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